
Fall Classic
GALA

Luminarias, 3500 W. Ramona Blvd, Monterey ParkLuminarias, 3500 W. Ramona Blvd, Monterey Park

october 25, 2024october 25, 2024
6 PM6 PM    RECEPTIONRECEPTION

7 PM7 PM    DINNERDINNER
Music byMusic by

Rodney DurandRodney Durand
Master of CeremoniesMaster of Ceremonies

Mike EngMike Eng

THE MONTEREY PARK LIBRARY FOUNDATION PRESENTSTHE MONTEREY PARK LIBRARY FOUNDATION PRESENTS
a benefit for the Monterey Park Bruggemeyer Librarya benefit for the Monterey Park Bruggemeyer Library

LIBRARY MVP
LIBRARY MVPLIBRARY MVP

LIBRARY MVP

Theresa Amador





WELCOME FROM MONTEREY PARK 
LIBRARY FOUNDATION PRESIDENT BOB GIN

HON. MIKE ENG

Assemblyman (ret.)

Commends and Congratulates:

THE MONTEREY PARK LIBRARY

FOUNDATION

Celebrating:

The Annual Gala

“FALL CLASSIC”

Honoring:

Theresa Amador

and

Chinatown Service Center

Tonight, the Library Foundation will be honoring an individual and an organization who have committed their
time and energy to provide volunteer services to the Library and this community. The individual we are honoring,
Theresa Amador, has dedicated her life to Monterey Park as a volunteer with different non-profits and civic
organizations: Monterey Park Woman’s Club, Library Foundation, City Planning Commission and Lions Club to
name just a few. Theresa is also a former City Clerk for the City of Monterey Park. The organization we are
honoring, Chinatown Service Center, expanded their outreach from Los Angeles Chinatown to the San Gabriel
Valley in the early 1990s and has been a leader in providing critical medical and immigration services to the
population of not only Monterey Park but also the surrounding communities. 

Through your support of the Monterey Park Library Foundation, we look forward to the future when we will be
able to help purchase a bookmobile to expand the outreach opportunities of the Library. On behalf of the
Foundation, I would like to thank each and every one of you for supporting our efforts. With each book that the
Foundation purchases, may it bring the joy of reading into your life. Reading is Knowledge.

On behalf of the Monterey Park Library Foundation, I would like to welcome you to the Fall
Classic Gala. For more than twenty years, the Foundation has raised funds through such
events to benefit the Monterey Park Bruggemeyer Library. Each of you here tonight has been
part of that important journey - the journey to meet the 21st Century need to provide new
books and technology, support the various programs, and enhance the environment of the
Library.





MESSAGE FROM the MONTEREY PARK 
CITY COUNCIL

As a cornerstone of our community, the Monterey Park Bruggemeyer Library offers an invaluable
resource for learning, discovery and community connection. The Library is a sanctuary for lifelong
learning and curiosity, providing free access to a wealth of knowledge and resources that might
otherwise be out of reach for many. Within its walls, we find more than just books; we find a
gathering place that brings people together, fostering a sense of connection and shared purpose.
From children's storytimes to adult education programs, the Library serves as a beacon of
knowledge and inclusivity.

Your support of the Monterey Park Library Foundation helps the Library continue to expand their
collection and develop new programs that cater to the diverse needs of our residents. The
Monterey Park City Council is committed to supporting this vital resource and ensuring that the
Library remains a vibrant and accessible hub for all.

Mayor Thomas Wong - Mayor Pro Tem Vinh T. Ngo
Council Member Yvonne Yiu - Council Member Henry Lo - Council Member Jose Sanchez 





Congratulations
to this year’s honorees

Theresa Amador

The City is grateful for your
services and dedication!

Vinh T. Ngo
Monterey Park Mayor Pro Tem

CSC Board Chair

Chinatown Service Center
and

WELCOME FROM CITY LIBRARIAN 
KRISTIN OLIVAREZ

Theresa Amador has been a steadfast ally of the Library for over 50 years and has given her time as both a
member of the Friends of the Monterey Park Library and the Library Foundation. Theresa remains active in the
Monterey Park community and, through her work with other organizations, continues to seek out ways to support
the Library’s work. Since 1992, Chinatown Service Center has been an indispensable resource in the city of
Monterey Park. The Library has been fortunate to work in collaboration with Chinatown Service Center to offer
workshops on topics ranging from mental health and social services to workforce development and college
readiness. In the wake of the January 21, 2023 mass shooting, Chinatown Service Center stepped in to provide
walk-in counseling services at the Library and established the MPK Hope Resiliency Center to support the
community.

Thanks to the contributions from Library proponents such as Theresa Amador, Chinatown Service Center, the
Library Foundation and all in attendance at this evening’s event, the Library is able to continue its work to create
opportunities for learners of all ages and backgrounds, to foster community connections and to advance all
aspects of literacy in Monterey Park. On behalf of myself and the staff of the Monterey Park Bruggemeyer Library,
I extend my deepest thanks to the volunteers, sponsors, staff and Library supporters who made this evening
possible. 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 2024 Library Foundation Gala. The
Foundation’s annual gala not only serves as an opportunity to raise funds to support
the Library and all that it offers, but also to recognize the contributions of those who
have dedicated their time and efforts to the Library and the Monterey Park community.



We are proud
to support the

Monterey Park Library
Foundation Gala

and be a part of your
great city.



THE MISSION OF THE MONTEREY PARK
LIBRARY FOUNDATION

is to raise funds to support the programs and activities of the
Monterey Park Bruggemeyer Library. The Foundation aims to enrich

the educational and cultural fabric of our community.

The Monterey Park Library Foundation is a nonprofit 501(c)3 organization which raises funds to supplement the
Library’s budget. The Foundation accepts contributions of any size. Organizations, businesses and individuals
who make significant donations can have their name listed on the donor board inside the Library. In the past,
the Foundation raised more than $600,000 for the expanded and renovated library and also raised funds for the
mural over the west entrance, new furnishings for the Teen Area and Career Center, new computers, children’s
educational play equipment and new books and media including eBooks. Currently, the Foundation has
earmarked $20,000 towards the Library’s acquisition of a bookmobile to serve all areas of Monterey Park.

Foundation Contributions to Past and Upcoming Library Activities:

Furniture and toys for Children’s Play Area Photobooth Rental for Pride Festival

Prizes and Books for Summer Reading Program - Children, Teens and Adults 

Trick or Treat Bags and Candy for Monster Mash 

Prizes for Kawaii Kitty
Art Contest

Character Fee and
Supplies for Hello

Kitty Birthday Jubilee

Scan for more information on
donating to the Library Foundation



LIBRARY MVPLIBRARY MVP

Theresa Amador

theresa amador
Theresa was born and raised in Stockton, California. After marrying, she and
her husband Richard moved to Sacramento where their children were born.
In 1966 they moved to Monterey Park because her husband fell in love with
the waterfall. Theresa attended East Los Angeles College and received her
undergraduate degree in English at California State University of Los
Angeles. While in her 40s she went back to school to receive her Master’s in
Arts in Public Administration (Participatory Management), also at Cal State
LA, with additional studies in Corporate Tax Analysis, Loan Analysis and
Underwriting, Business Client Relations, Management Presentations, and
other business-related courses.  

Once her children were out of high school, Theresa transitioned her volunteer management skills and started her
professional career as Executive Director of the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC). After a few
years transitioning to a career in banking, she became a turnaround specialist, taking low performing offices and
making them top producing branches. She is a retired executive, having served as Vice President of CHARO
Industries, and Vice President of the Business and Financial Center for CHARO Community Development
Corporation and as a Commercial Banking Vice President for Security Pacific Bank and Bank of America. 

Monterey Park Library Foundation Gala
Honoree

2019: Library Foundation President Bob Gin and
then-Foundation Vice President and Play Days

Parade Honorary Grand Marshal Theresa Amador

Theresa survives her husband, Richard. Along with
her very busy community calendar she enjoys life
with her son, Richard S. Amador, II and his wife Lisa,
who have two adult daughters, Lisa Ana and Lauren;
and her daughter Cynthia Amador Diaz and her
husband, James Diaz, and her two adult sons,
Andrew and Jake Flores. 

The Amador Family

Professional and Volunteer Milestones
1970 
1972     
1973-75  
1978-82  
1982       
1983-84 

1984       
1990       
2002-09 
2003       
2012-18   
2012      
2014-18 
2016      
2016-18  
2017       
2018       
2018      
2019      
2024      

President, Friends of the MP Library
MP Arts and Culture Committee
President, Ynez PTA
Elected MP City Clerk 
President, Alhambra Council of PTAs
Appointed to State Dept. of Education, CA Superintendents’                  
Advisory Council by Governor George Deukmejian
Founding Member, Hispanic Bankers Assoc.
Awarded National Hispanic Family of the Year
MP Planning Commission
MP Community Budget Task Force
Pasadena League of Women’s Voters
MP Economic Development Advisory Commission
MP Library Foundation, Vice President
MP Centennial Committee
MP Planning Commission
Awarded Woman of Achievement by Senator Ed Hernandez
MP Lions Club
Professional Business Women’s Association
City of Monterey Park Citizen of the Year for Civic Engagement
Monterey Park Woman’s Club, Kindness Award & Citizen of the Year



PROGRAM

Fall Classic
GALA

Master of Ceremonies
Mike Eng

Pledge of Allegiance
Thomas Wong, Mayor, City of Monterey Park

Welcome
Bob Gin, President, Monterey Park Library Foundation

Kristin Olivarez, City Librarian
Judy Chu, U.S. Congresswoman, 27th District
Mike Fong, State Assemblyman, 49th District
Thomas Wong, Mayor, City of Monterey Park

Acknowledgment of City of Monterey Park Elected Officials

Acknowledgment of City of Monterey Park Directors and Staff

Acknowledgment of Library Board of Trustees, Library Foundation Board,
Friends of the Library Board and Library Staff

Dinner

Presentation to Honorees:
Theresa Amador and Chinatown Service Center

Bob Gin, President, Monterey Park Library Foundation
Carol Sullivan, Vice President, Library Foundation

Acknowledgment of Sponsors and Donors

Live Auction
Silent Auction and Opportunity Raffle Drawing

Closing

Music/Dancing
Rodney Durand



LIBRARY MVPLIBRARY MVP

chinatown service center

Monterey Park Library Foundation Gala
Honoree

In 1975, CSC was incorporated as a nonprofit organization with support from Judge Ronald Lew and other
community leaders. With assistance from the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association (CCBA), CSC
received its first government grant to operate an employment service program, setting the stage for future
expansions.

By 1991, CSC had established its current office in Alpine Towers Plaza, consolidating all services under one
roof by 1998. CSC expanded to Monterey Park in 1992, followed by the opening of a Youth Center in 2001.
Over the years, CSC broadened its healthcare services, opening multiple medical and dental clinics across
Alhambra and Monterey Park, including specialized care in 2019.

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, CSC remained a pillar of support, offering vaccines, hot meals, and
mobile services. In 2020, CSC was designated as a Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinic (CCBHC)
and expanded its behavioral health services. The center has been instrumental in disaster relief, from the 1992
Los Angeles Riots to aiding victims of the 2023 Monterey Park mass shooting, establishing the Monterey Park
Community Healing Fund in partnership with the city and the California Community Foundation.

In 2024, CSC Health was recognized by L.A. Care as a top-performing clinic in the chronic care category and
received the Gold Health Quality Leadership Badge from the Health Resources and Services Administration
(HRSA), highlighting its commitment to high-quality healthcare. Additionally, CSC is excited to announce the
upcoming opening of a new CSC Health Center and PACE Center in Alhambra. 

Today, Chinatown Service Center is the largest community-based Chinese American health and human
service organization in Southern California. It provides a comprehensive range of services, organized into:
Social Services, Behavioral Health, Medical, Dental, Optometry, Community Economic Development,
Workforce, Simulation Center, and Youth Center. These services are available in various languages, including
English, Spanish, Cantonese, Mandarin, Toisan, Chiu Jou, Vietnamese, and Khmer (Cambodian).

From a single individual in a church, our journey has grown into a lifeline for nearly 32,000 clients by 2023.
This incredible growth is a testament to the unwavering support and generosity of those who believe in our
mission. We are profoundly grateful that you stand with us in our commitment to creating thriving lives in
empowered communities. With your continued support, CSC can reach beyond the AAPI community,
extending a helping hand to everyone in need. Your contributions are woven into the fabric of our history—
together, we are not just building a better community; we are building hope, resilience, and a brighter future
for all. 

In 1971, the Chinatown Service Center (CSC) was established to address the
many challenges faced by Chinese immigrants, including language barriers,
cultural adjustment, limited access to essential services, and economic
hardships. Many new arrivals struggled to communicate, find jobs, and
navigate unfamiliar systems, while also facing discrimination and racism.
CSC, with its outreach program led by the pastor of the Chinese United
Methodist Church, sought to provide the resources and support necessary
to help immigrants adjust to their new lives in America.

https://www.cscla.org

https://www.cscla.org/
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as of program printing

$5,000 SPONSORS / TABLES
Chinatown Service CenterChinatown Service Center

Ware Disposal, Inc.Ware Disposal, Inc.

$3,000 Sponsors / Tables
Bob and Diane GinBob and Diane Gin

$2,000 Sponsors / Tables
Alhambra Educational FoundationAlhambra Educational Foundation

The Amador FamilyThe Amador Family
Athens DisposalAthens Disposal

Karl H. Berger, City AttorneyKarl H. Berger, City Attorney
Boys & Girls Club of West San Gabriel Valley and EastsideBoys & Girls Club of West San Gabriel Valley and Eastside

Mike EngMike Eng

$950 Sponsors / Tables
Alhambra Teachers AssociationAlhambra Teachers Association
Alhambra Unified School DistrictAlhambra Unified School District

Peter ChanPeter Chan
Chinese American Military SupportChinese American Military Support

GSGV Chinese American Citizens AssociationGSGV Chinese American Citizens Association
Lila IizumiLila Iizumi
Lai LeeLai Lee

May May LeeMay May Lee

MP Firefighters AssociationMP Firefighters Association
MP Police Mid-Management/Police Officers AssociationsMP Police Mid-Management/Police Officers Associations

Monterey Park Woman’s ClubMonterey Park Woman’s Club
Prajna Buddhist TemplePrajna Buddhist Temple

Carol SullivanCarol Sullivan
U.S. Vietnam CCU.S. Vietnam CC

Thomas Wong, Mayor, City of Monterey Park & Travis KayaThomas Wong, Mayor, City of Monterey Park & Travis Kaya
YW Rising Design & DevelopmentYW Rising Design & Development

Stephen LamStephen Lam
Vinh T. Ngo, Mayor Pro Tem, City of Monterey ParkVinh T. Ngo, Mayor Pro Tem, City of Monterey Park

Hilda L. Solis, Los Angeles County SupervisorHilda L. Solis, Los Angeles County Supervisor
StratCapStratCap

Transtech Engineers, Inc.Transtech Engineers, Inc.  
Elizabeth YangElizabeth Yang



In loving memory of Larry Sullivan
A donation of $3,000 has been made on behalf of the

Laura Scudder Foundation by John Scudder, grandson of
Laura Scudder, honoring his friendship with Larry Sullivan

and made in Larry’s memory for his dedication to the city of
Monterey Park. The Historical Society and the Laura Scudder

Foundation congratulate the Library Foundation for their
continuing service to the citizens of Monterey Park.

Family and friends listed
below have also donated to

the Library Foundation in
memory of Larry Sullivan.

These donations along with
the donation from the Laura
Scudder Foundation total

$12,051. Thank you to
everyone for their generosity,

support and love.

Jess Torres
Katherine Torres
Waskom Family

Sonia & Steve Wildhaber
William & Sylvia Wong

Isabel Wu
Barbara Yamadera

Elizabeth Yang
Cindy Yee

Maychelle Yee

Theresa Amador
Mike & Mary Ann Garcia Barlow

Peter & Jenny Chan
Tony & Oriana Chan

Victoria Chavez-Calderon
Phillip Chu and May May Lee

Jason Dhing
Shirley Hwong

Richard & Toshiko Favela
John & Patricia Finlay
Robert & Diane Gin

Chris Guldalian
Marian Hallin

Nancy Omi-Hara & Philip Scott Hara
Sandra Hidalgo

Dino Hillas & Archie Jonans
Mitchell & Gloria Ing

Jim Iwaki
Lila Leong-Iizumi 

Steve & Fidelia Klein
Cindy Ota Lee

Eleanor Lee
Elizabeth Lee

David & Margaret Leung
Marita Louie

Joanne Mitchell
Betty Morin
Piatt Family

Sulekha Prasad
Ed & Jean Sais

Robert & Carmie Saldana
Jim & Lisa Smith

Carol Sullivan

Larry and Carol Sullivan, John Scudder
and Theresa Amador

 John Scudder, Kana Lee and Larry Sullivan

 John Scudder, Carol Sullivan, Leonie Jordan and Bob Gin

Monterey Park Historical Museum

Larry and Carol Sullivan in the Historical Museum
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DonorsDonors

Action Sales
Alhambra Car Wash

America’s Best
Theresa Amador

Bachan’s
Beard Papa’s - Monterey Park

Bella’s Nails & Spa
BJ’s Restaurant/Brewhouse - Montebello

Bobaful
Bobblemania - Monterey Park

Brighton
Charlie’s Trio

William Cheng
Chick-fil-A - Monterey Park

Costco - Monterey Park
Courtyard by Marriott - Monterey Park

Jason Dhing
Cynthia Amador Diaz

Jane B. Fong
Furious Photographers

Monterey Park Fire Department
Monterey Park Golf Course

Monterey Park Police Department
Pasadena Playhouse

Lauren Piatt
Raising Cane’s

Ralphs
Salon Cajj

Starbucks - Monterey Park
Steven’s Steak & Seafood House

Carol Sullivan
Carol Tanita
Jess Torres

Trader Joe’s - South Pasadena
Ware Disposal, Inc.
Barbara Yamadera

Elizabeth Yang
Cindy Yee
Gay Yuen
Zylux, Inc.

Grand Prix Tire & Automotive Center
Green Street Restaurant

Marian Hallin
Hans Beauty/Sam at Hans

The Hat World Famous Pastrami
Sandy Hidalgo
Dr. Linda Hillier

The Huntington Library
Lila Iizumi

In-N-Out Burger
Vicki Iwata
Jay’s Pizza

Gwen Kishida
Lids Montebello

Marita Louie
Janine Lui

Marie Callender’s - Monterey Park
Myra Matsumoto

Mexicatessen
Mike the Groomer

Alhambra Golf Course
Bradford Renaissance Portraits

Peter Chan
Exact Tax - Mary Wong

Natalie Tee Gaither

Palomino Senior Living
Steve and Debora Perry

Dawn Rock
Sanrio

Paul & Regina Talbot

as of program printing

Bob & Diane Gin
Dino Hillas

Home Depot
Elizabeth Lee

May May Lee and Phillip Chu



MONTEREY PARK
BRUGGEMEYER
LIBRARY

213,334 visitors
to the library read, learned and
connected in the last fiscal year

FY 2023-24

 176,581 checkouts
of books, magazines, DVDs,

hotspots and more

1,224 programs

 129,437 sessions
of computer and WiFi used by residents for
researching, emailing and applying for jobs

attended by patrons of all ages
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Bidding is done by writing your dollar bid on the description sheets at the table
next to the individual items up for auction. You may bid on the same item as
many times as you want until you win or bidding closes. Once bidding closes,
the written bids will be reviewed and the highest bidder for each item wins!

BIDDING WILL CLOSE AT 8:45 P.M.

silent AUCTIONsilent AUCTION

RAFFLERAFFLE
This is an opportunity prize raffle. After you purchase your tickets, separate all of
the tickets. Keep the Hold This Stub section that has your personal raffle ticket
number. Place your other tickets in the bags matching the raffle prize you want
to win. You may put more than one ticket in a bag. Tickets will be drawn from
each bag for that one prize. When the winning ticket number is announced,

if you are holding the matching ticket number, you win!

Special thanks to:Special thanks to:
Monterey Park Library Foundation members for your efforts in organizing this event,

soliciting sponsors, donors and prizes and assisting at the event

The Monterey Park Library Foundation extends its sincere appreciation
and gratitude to the sponsors, donors, volunteers and Library supporters

who have contributed to this evening’s success.

Gwen Kishida, Randy Ishino, Janet Lees,
Luminarias, Rodney Durand, Furious Photographers, and Neil Kunawongse

Junior Friends of the Monterey Park Bruggemeyer Library for assisting at the event,.



J O I N  M P B L  J U N I O R  F R I E N D S ! !J O I N  M P B L  J U N I O R  F R I E N D S ! !

Junior Friends is a teen
volunteer group at the

Monterey Park
Bruggemeyer Library.
Meetings are held on

the 2nd and 4th
Tuesday of every

month in the Friends
Room at 4:30 pm!

For more information
about joining, call the

Reference Desk at (626)
307-1368!!

The world’s best magazines and
newspapers at your fingertips!

Kanopy 
gives you access to
over  30,000 movies,
documentaries, TV
series and kids'
shows in over 80
languages.

Ask at the Library.

get involved

read and learn
CHILDREN'SCHILDREN'S

STORYTIMESTORYTIME
Children of all ages and their caregivers

Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.
Saturdays at 10 a.m. OR 11 a.m.

Family Storytime

Baby & Toddler Storytime
Ages 0-2 and their caregivers

Thursdays at 10 a.m.

Children must be accompanied
by a caregiver.

No registration is required.
Storytimes are held weekly.

Each program lasts 25-40 minutes.

Preschool Storytime
Ages 3-5 and their caregivers

Wednesdays at 11:30 a.m.

Love your Library!
Become a Friend!

Membership applications are
available at the Library.



lamp - Happy 40th anniversary
Since January 1984, Literacy for All of Monterey Park (LAMP)
has been a leader in adult literacy programs. LAMP improves
lives by providing high quality, learner-centered literacy
services at no cost. Trained volunteers meet with adult
learners in one-to-one, small group and classroom settings  
to provide tutoring and instruction throughout the year.
Primary grant awards come from California Library Literacy
Services (CLLS), and the California Department of Education
(CDE) Workforce Investment and Opportunity Act, Title 2
(WIOA II). Over the years, LAMP has partnered with several
businesses and organizations to expand services and literacy
awareness not only in Monterey Park but throughout the
entire San Gabriel Valley.



CITY Of monterey park elected officials
Thomas Wong, Mayor
Vinh T. Ngo, Mayor Pro Tem
Yvonne Yiu, Council Member
Henry Lo, Council Member
Jose Sanchez, Council Member
Maychelle Yee, City Clerk
Amy Lee, City Treasurer

MONTEREY PARK LIBRARY FOUNDATION
Bob Gin, President
Carol Sullivan, Vice President
Janine Lui, Secretary
Jason Dhing, Co-Treasurer
May May Lee, Co-Treasurer
Lila Leong-Iizumi
Dawn Rock
Dolores Rillos
Andrew Yam
Barbara Yamadera

library board of trustees
Ricky Choi, President
Stacy Villalobos, Vice President
Lisa Duong
Travis Kaya
Jennifer Tang

friends of the Library monterey park
Marrissa Kwok, President
Rosalie Toltzman, Vice President
Ellen Johannsen, Secretary
Tenica Zhou, Treasurer
Lorraine Esparza, Bookstore Liaison
Linda Xie, Junior Friends President


