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Almost American Girl: 
An Illustrated Memoir
YA 741.59 GRAPHIC NOVELS Ha
For as long as she can remember, it's been
Robin and her mom against the world.
Growing up as the only child of a single
mother in Seoul, Korea, wasn't always easy,
but it has bonded them fiercely together. So
when a vacation to visit friends in Huntsville,
Alabama, unexpectedly becomes a
permanent relocation--following her
mother's announcement that she's getting
married--Robin is devastated.  At home, she
doesn't fit in with her new stepfamily, and
worst of all, she is furious with the one
person she is closest to--her mother. Then
one day Robin's mother enrolls her in a local
comic drawing class, which opens the
window to a future Robin could never have
imagined.

Americanized: Rebel Without a Green
Card
YA 920 Saedi, S. Saed
At thirteen, bright-eyed, straight-A student
Sara Saedi uncovered a terrible family
secret: she was breaking the law simply by
living in the United States. Only two years
old when her parents fled Iran, she didn't
learn of her undocumented status until her
older sister wanted to apply for an after-
school job, but couldn't because she didn't
have a Social Security number. She
desperately wanted a green card, along
with clear skin, her own car, and a boyfriend.
From discovering that her parents secretly
divorced to facilitate her mother's green
card application to learning how to tame her
unibrow, Sara pivots gracefully from the
terrifying prospect that she might be kicked
out of the country to the almost-as-terrifying
possibility that she might be the only one
without a date to the prom.



Brighter Than the Sun
YA Fiction Aleman, D.
After the loss of her mother, high school
junior Soledad finds herself struggling to
balance classes and her new job in
California to support her family in Tijuana,
Mexico, in this thoughtful story about
identity, immigration, and family.

Picture Us at Night
YA Fiction Gilbert K.
Danny Cheng, a Chinese-American teen,
grapples with a dangerous revelation about
his parents' past, his plans for the future,
and his feelings for his best friend, Harry
Wong.

Flight Season
YA Fiction Marquardt, M.
Vivi, a college student attempting to
complete an internship, TJ, a nursing student,
and Ángel, a patient with heart disease, all
find their lives intersecting at a university
hospital during one summer that could
change their lives forever.

The Liars of Mariposa Island
YA Fiction Mathieu J.
Every year, summer begins when the
Callahans arrive on Mariposa Island. That's
when Elena Finney gets to escape her
unstable, controlling mother by babysitting
for their two children. And the summer of
1986 promises to be extra special when she
meets J.C., the new boy in town, whose
kisses make Elena feel like she's been
transported to a new world. Joaquin Finney
can't imagine why anyone would want to
come to Mariposa Island. He just graduated
from high school and dreams about going to
California to find his father and escape his
mother's manipulation. 

We Are Not From Here
YA Fiction Sanchez, J.
Pulga has his dreams. Chico has his grief.
Pequeña has her pride. And these three
teens have one another. Crossing from
Guatemala through Mexico, they follow the
route of La Bestia, the perilous train system
that might deliver them to a better life -- if
they are lucky enough to survive the journey. 

I Am Not Alone
YA Fiction Stork, F.
Alberto is an undocumented immigrant from
Mexico, living in New York City, and is now
suspected of a terrible crime; his friend
Grace is a top student with every
advantage, and she is determined to prove
Alberto's innocence.

All My Rage
YA Fiction Tahir, S.
A family extending from Pakistan to
California, deals with generations of young
love, old regrets, and forgiveness.

This Place Is Still Beautiful
YA Fiction Tian, X.
Despite having had near-identical
upbringings, sisters Annalie and Margaret
agree on only one thing: that they have
nothing in common. Nineteen-year-old
Margaret is driven, ambitious, and keenly
aware of social justice issues. She couldn't
wait to leave their oppressive small-town
home and take flight in New York.
Meanwhile sweet, popular, seventeen-year-
old Annalie couldn't think of anything worse
- she loves their town, and feels safe
coasting along in its confines.
That is, until she arrives home one day to
find a gut-punching racial slur painted on
their garage door.

Private Label
YA Fiction Yang, K.
Serene dreams of making couture dresses
even more stunning than her mom's, but for
now she's an intern at her mom's fashion
label. When her mom receives a sudden
diagnosis of pancreatic cancer, all that
changes. Serene has to take over her
mother's business overnight while trying to
figure out what happened with her dad in
Beijing. Lian Chen moved from China to
Serene's mostly white Southern California
beach town a year ago. He doesn't fit in at
school, where kids mispronounce his name.
His parents don't care about what he wants
to do--comedy--and push him toward going
to MIT engineering early. Lian thinks there's
nothing to stick around for until one day he
starts a Chinese Club after school . . . and
Serene walks in.

Frontera
YA 741.59 GRAPHIC NOVELS Anta
As long as he remembers to stay smart and
keep his eyes open, Mateo knows that he
can survive the trek across the Sonoran
Desert that will take him from Mexico to the
United States. That is until he's caught by
the Border Patrol only moments after
sneaking across the fence in the dead of
night. With the odds stacked against him,
his one chance at survival may be putting
his trust in something, or rather someone,
that he isn't even sure exists. 
If you'd asked him if ghosts were real
before he found himself face-to-face with
one, Mateo wouldn't have even considered
it. But now, confronted with the nearly
undeniable presence of Guillermo, he's
having second thoughts.


