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Welcome from monterey park
library foundation president bob gin

Chinese American Citizens Alliance
Greater San Gabriel Valley Lodge

is proud to support the

On behalf of the Monterey Park Library Foundation, I would like to welcome you to the
Foundation annual Gala. The Foundation was created to support the Monterey Park
Bruggemeyer Library in its endeavor to provide service and a climate of reading in Monterey
Park and the surrounding communities. 

This year the Foundation will be honoring the Monterey Park Fire and Police Departments for their dedicated
service to the residents of this city but also for their quick response in the face of the tragedy that Monterey Park
experienced on January 21, 2023. Growing up here, I always remember how residents were very proud of the
services provided by these departments but also especially of the men and women serving.

The Foundation partners with the Library, Library Board of Trustees and Friends of the Library for a common goal:
to ensure that the Library has the necessary resources to serve the community. The funds raised tonight will
continue to support the Library in maintaining current programs as well as supporting future programs. One of
our goals is to raise at least $80,000 to purchase a bookmobile to better serve all residents and our local schools.
The Foundation has begun the process by designating $10,000 towards this purchase.

I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to all of the supporters of the Library for making this event a
success. This evening could not have been possible without the dedication of the members of the Monterey Park
Library Foundation Board and the support of the Library staff, Interim City Librarian Kristin Olivarez and Interim
Assistant City Manager Diana Garcia. 

When I see residents, students and children in the Library, using its resources, I am reminded of how important
literacy is to the lives of humanity. The smiles of children reading and playing in the Library are priceless!

You are all the pillars of the city of Monterey Park. Best Wishes.



ATHENS SERVICES 

Recycling Services

Organics Diversion

Solid Waste Collection

Community Investment

Construction & Demolition 
Removal

Athens Services is proud to offer
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To learn about services in
your community

SCAN ME

Local, family-owned company committed to service, people, and the environment.

IS A PROUD SPONSOR OF THE 
MONTEREY PARK LIBRARY FOUNDATION



Message from mayor jose sanchez
Greetings! We know that today libraries stand for more than just the wealth of
knowledge that exists within their walls or in their bookshelves and that is definitely
the case for our Monterey Park Bruggemeyer Library. President Obama called
libraries “citadels of knowledge and empathy.” Libraries for many of us growing up
have served not just as beacons of hope, but they helped open many pathways for
opportunities. As a child, libraries were a haven for the son of a single mother; the
library was a place where I could go and get homework help after school while            
I waited for my mother to get home from work. As I grew older, libraries became a
place where I could get the help I needed to apply for colleges. I know that our 

Our Library has learned to adapt during hard times. During the pandemic, the Monterey Park Bruggemeyer
Library found creative ways to serve our community. And, when our community was reeling from a mass
shooting that left us grieving, our Library served as a refuge offering mental health services and counseling.
Our Library continues to serve the needs of our residents, offering ESL classes in many different languages,
children’s programs for young kids like my daughters Mia, Dolly and Bella, college preparation courses for
many of the same age students that my wife and I teach, and even legal advice for those in need.

Lastly, I wish to say that while we are here tonight celebrating our Library, libraries nationwide have been  
on the attack from demagogues who wish to ban books in the name of liberty. We know that books provide 
a refuge for many people who wish to find stories about themselves. According to the American Library
Association, 1,269 books were challenged in  2022, an unprecedented number according to ALA’s
Intellectual Freedom department. Most of the books challenged were about African American and LGBTQ+
topics. So, if ever we needed libraries more than ever, it is today! 

So again, we thank our Library staff for all you do to inspire minds daily and despite such challenges, you
have an amazing City Council and community that is here to support you!

Library still serves in that capacity for so many and they do so much more, so I thank our librarians and
library staff for their service to our community.



MONTEREY PARK
BRUGGEMEYER
LIBRARY

140,872 visitors
to the library read, learned and
connected in the last fiscal year

 154,482 checkouts
of books, magazines, DVDs,

hotspots and more

FY 2022-23

836 programs

70,218 sessions
of computer and WiFi used by

residents for researching,
emailing and applying for jobs

attended by patrons of all ages

THE MISSION OF THE MONTEREY PARK BRUGGEMEYER LIBRARY
is to create opportunities for learners of all ages and backgrounds, to foster
community connections and to advance all aspects of literacy in Monterey Park.

Monterey Park Bruggemeyer Library
318 S. Ramona Avenue

Monterey Park, CA 91754
www.montereypark.ca.gov/Library
(626) 307-1333 or (626) 307-1366



message from interim assistant 
city manager diana garcia 
Diana Garcia, City Librarian, is currently serving as the Interim Assistant City Manager.

Despite the difficulties imposed on us all by the pandemic, the members of the Library Foundation have
remained steadfast supporters of the Library and have worked tirelessly to bring you this year’s gala.
Additionally, the Foundation has sponsored giveaways for students and teachers at Alhambra Unified
School District’s (AUSD) Read Across America event, AUSD’s Library Card Drive, and the Library’s
Educator Night. The Foundation also recognizes the importance of expanding the Library’s services
beyond its four walls and has earmarked $10,000 towards the acquisition of a bookmobile, which would
enable staff to address one of its strategic goals of making it easier and more convenient for every
resident to use the Library.

Tonight, we recognize and honor the commitment and courage of the members of the Monterey Park
Fire and Police Departments who not only keep our neighborhoods safe, but also engage with the
community at City, school and Library events whenever possible. We thank you for your service and
dedication to the community.

On behalf of myself and the Monterey Park Bruggemeyer Library staff, I extend my deepest thanks to
the volunteers, sponsors, staff and library supporters who made this evening possible and
acknowledge the crucial role the Library fulfills in our community.

message from interim city librarian
kristin olivarez
Kristin Olivarez, Senior Librarian, Children’s Division, is currently serving as Interim City Librarian.  
After a four-year hiatus, I am very pleased to welcome you to the 2023 Library
Foundation Gala.

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to the 2023 Library Foundation Gala
on behalf of the Monterey Park Bruggemeyer Library and our dedicated team. 

As the City Librarian and Interim Assistant City Manager, I am honored to join you tonight and celebrate
the enduring spirit of our community and the vital role our Library plays within it.

This year's Gala holds special significance as it marks a return to our tradition after a four-year hiatus.
This evening’s festivities are the result of many hours of work by the members of the Library Foundation
to bring this event to fruition and are a testament to the unwavering commitment of the Foundation
throughout the year to support Library services. 

Tonight, we also honor the bravery and dedication of the Monterey Park Fire and Police Departments.
These selfless individuals not only ensure the safety of our neighborhoods but actively engage with our
residents throughout the community on a daily basis. This year demonstrated just how vital our Fire and
Police Departments are and we deeply appreciate their service and commitment to our City.

As we come together this evening, let us remember the profound impact libraries have on our lives and
communities. I want to express my heartfelt gratitude to the volunteers, sponsors, staff, Library
Trustees, City Council and library supporters who have made this event possible. Your support
underscores the importance of our Library as a cornerstone of our community, and we look forward to
continuing this awesome work together as a team. 

Thank you for being here, and here's to a memorable evening of celebration, festivity, and a shared love
for our Library and community. 



CONGRATULATIONS
TO OUR HONOREES:
Monterey

Park
 Police &

Fire!

CITY COUNCIL MEMBER
VINH T. NGO



Novel - Tea
                at the Library 

Presented by the

Monterey Park Bruggemeyer L ibrary Foundat ion

On Sunday, April 2, 100 community leaders and
devotees of afternoon tea attended a Novel-Tea at

the Library. This celebration featured a trio of
musicians who performed classical pieces while

attendees chatted, posed for photographs and
enjoyed exquisite teas and lemonade, savory

canapés and salad, seasonal fruit and delectable
desserts. Due to the generosity of participants, the
Library Foundation raised a record $5,390 for this

event. The annual tea party will be held again in
Spring 2024 - we hope to see you there!

THE MISSION OF THE MONTEREY PARK LIBRARY FOUNDATION
is to raise funds to support the programs and activities of the

Library. The Foundation aims to enrich the educational
and cultural fabric of our community.

The Monterey Park Library Foundation is a nonprofit 501(c)3 organization which raises funds to
supplement the Library’s budget. The Foundation accepts contributions of any size. Organizations,

businesses and individuals who make significant donations can have their name listed on the donor
board inside the Library. In the past, the Foundation raised more than $600,000 for the expanded and
renovated library and also raised funds for the mural over the west entrance, new furnishings for the
Teen Area and Career Center, new computers, children’s educational play equipment and new books
and media including eBooks. Currently, the Foundation has earmarked $10,000 towards the Library’s

acquisition of a bookmobile to serve all areas of Monterey Park.

Recent Foundation Contributions to the Library:
Books for Read Across America event 

Prizes for Educator Night
Incentives for AUSD Library Card Day

Performer Fee for Monster Mash



The men and women of the Monterey Park Police Department provide first class public
safety and community engagement services 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  
Besides the traditional law enforcement services, the police department is committed to
community engagement and has developed many programs to address the ever-
changing partnerships between the public, our community partner organizations, and 
the department. We lead the way in providing comprehensive mental health, homeless
engagement, and “wrap around” services to all our community. Our personnel truly
believe that community partnerships and trust are the basis for success. 

All the members of our police department family are committed to providing safety and
security to the community, taking into account our core values of honor, integrity, and
accountability. 

message frommessage from
monterey parkmonterey park
police Departmentpolice Department  
CHIEF scott wieseCHIEF scott wiese

message frommessage from
monterey parkmonterey park  
Fire DepartmentFire Department  
chief matthew hallockchief matthew hallock

The men and women of the Monterey Park Fire Department are deeply honored to be
recognized by the Monterey Park Library Foundation for our work in our community.   
This gesture not only honors our dedicated firefighters but also underscores the
importance of community appreciation and support for those who selflessly serve and
protect. The Monterey Park Library Foundation's acknowledgment serves as a reminder
of the invaluable partnership between our local library and fire department, both pillars of
our community. Together, they ensure our safety, knowledge, and cultural enrichment.
We applaud the Foundation for their commitment to strengthening our bonds and
expressing gratitude to those who keep our city safe. 
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programprogram
Master of Ceremonies
Mike Eng

Pledge of Allegiance
Jose Sanchez, Mayor, City of Monterey Park

Inspiration
Monterey Park Fire Chief Matt Hallock
Monterey Park Police Chief Scott Wiese

Welcome
Bob Gin, President, Monterey Park Library Foundation
Kristin Olivarez, Interim City Librarian

U.S. Congresswoman Judy Chu

Acknowledgment of Elected Officials and City of
Monterey Park Directors and Staff

Acknowledgment of Library Board of Trustees,
Library Foundation Board, Friends of the Library
and Library Staff

Dinner

Presentation to Honorees:
Monterey Park Fire Department and
Monterey Park Police Department
Bob Gin, President, Monterey Park Library Foundation
Carol Sullivan, Vice President, Library Foundation

Acknowledgment of Sponsors and Donors

Live Auction

Silent Auction and Opportunity Raffle Drawing

Closing

Music/Dancing
Rodney Durand



The Monterey Park Police Mid
Management Association would like
to thank the Monterey Park Library

Foundation for honoring the men
and women of the Monterey Park
Police Department at the annual

Library Gala.  

The Monterey Park
Professional Chief Officers

Association proudly
supports the

Monterey Park Library
and Foundation



$5,000 SPONSOR / TABLE

$2,500 SPONSORS / TABLES

$1,500 SPONSORS / TABLES
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as of program printing

Boys & Girls Club

Athens Disposal
Chinatown Service Center
Robert L. and Diane Gin

Burke, Williams & Sorensen, LLP
Chinese American Citizens Alliance (2) 
Mike Eng
Travis Kaya and Thomas Wong
Henry Lo
Vinh Ngo
Transtech Engineers

$850 SPONSORS / TABLES
Alhambra Teachers Association
Alhambra Unified School District
Theresa Amador
Oriana Chan
Peter Chan
Lily Lee Chen (2)
Democratic Club
Mary Genovia
Judith Jurose and Lai Lee
May May Lee
Lila Leong-Iizumi
MP Fire Chief Officers Association
MP Firefighters Association
MP Police Mid-Management/Police Officers Association
MP Prajna Buddhist Mission
Monterey Park Woman’s Club
Carol and Larry Sullivan
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as of program printing

The Monterey Park Library Foundation extends its sincere
appreciation and gratitude to the sponsors, donors,
volunteers and Library supporters who have contributed
to this evening’s success.
Monterey Park Retail Partners
Vinh Ngo
Bobaful
Anita Chu
Exact Tax
Rotary Club of Monterey Park

Special thanks to:
Carol Sullivan, Larry Sullivan, Jason Dhing, May May Lee, 
Lila Leong-Iizumi and Shirley Hwong for your efforts 
in soliciting prizes and assisting with the raffle and
auctions.

Ivy Au
Gilbert & Elizabeth Barajas
Grand Prix Tire & Automotive Center
Marian Hallin
Bob Yupo Hung
Shirley Hwong
David Ikeda
Janet Lees
Let’s Code
Susan Liu Maruya
Kim Phuoc
Maychelle Yee

Vicki Iwata
Fidelia Klein
Handa Lam

Karen Lee
Elizabeth Liturri (MP Tailor Shop)
Calvin Selby

Junior Friends of the Monterey Park Bruggemyer Library
for assisting at the event.
Gwen Kishida, Randy Ishino, Janet Lees, Luminarias, 
Rodney Durand, Furious Photographers and Neil
Kunawongse



Call Adult Services at 626-307-1368 to make an appointment.
 Available Thursdays from 2-4 p.m. or 4-6 p.m. 

Must be 18 years or older. 
Library card and user agreement are required to use the equipment.

Do you have a box of photos 
you’ve been meaning to digitize? 

Sign up to use the Scan & Save Memory Station,
a free, do-it-yourself space where you can digitize
your collection of photographs, slides, negatives

and documents onto your own flash drive

Help support the Monterey Park
Bruggemeyer Library by volunteering your
time with the Friends of the Library. Apply
to work a shift in the bookstore, assist at

Library programs or aid in decision-making
by joining the Friends Board. 

Membership applications are available at the
Circulation Desk or the Friends Bookstore.
Annual Dues are $5 for a single person,

$10 for a family, $3 for seniors, $25 for patron,
$50 for sustaining, and $100 for benefactor. 

Explore the Great Outdoors with an MPBL Parks Pack! 
Parks Packs come with hiking poles, binoculars, compass, flashlight,
and books featuring birds of California and local hiking trails. A valid

Monterey Park Bruggemeyer Library card and a signed user agreement
are required to check out a Parks Pack. 

For more information about MPBL Parks Packs, 
call Adult Reference at (626) 307-1368 or scan the QR code below.

MPBL Parks Packs are  supported  by funding provided by 
the State of California, administered by the California State Library.

Join MPBL Junior Friends!

Junior Friends is a teen

volunteer group at the

Monterey Park

Bruggemeyer Library.

Meetings are held on the

2nd and 4th Friday of

every month in the

Friends Room at 4:30 pm.

For moreinformation aboutjoining, call theReference Desk at(626) 307-1368

new at the library!

get involved
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raffle prizeraffle prize
donorsdonors
$20 for 26 tickets$20 for 26 tickets  
This is an opportunity prize raffle. After you purchase your
tickets, separate all of the tickets. Keep the Hold This Stub
section that has your personal raffle ticket number. Place
your other tickets in the bags matching the raffle prize you
want to win. You may put more than one ticket in a bag.
Tickets will be drawn from each bag for that one prize.
When the winning ticket number is announced, if you are
holding the matching ticket number, you win!

Action Sales
Alhambra Car Wash
Theresa Amador
America’s Best
Aquarium of the Pacific
Bachan’s
Beard Papa’s
BJ’s Restaurant
Bob’s Tropical Fish
Brighton
Capital Seafood
Charlie’s Trio
Phillip Chu & May May Lee
Claro’s Italian Market
Chick-fil-A
Costco
Don & Natalie Gaither
Green Street
Sandy Hidalgo
In-N-Out
Jay’s Pizza
Lila Leong-Iizumi
Janine Lui

Marie Callender’s
Mexicatessen
Mod Pizza
Marie Montanez
Monterey Park Golf Course
MP Police Officers Association
Ono Hawaiian
Lauren Piatt
Pizza Joy
R&B Tea
Rafu Bussan, Inc.
Raising Cane’s
Salon Cajj
Lisa See
SPARK Academy
Starbucks - Atlantic Square
Stevens Steakhouse
Subway
TenSeven Rolls
The Hat
Trader Joe’s - South Pasadena
Cindy Yee

as of program printing



FALL 2023

O N E - T O - O N E  T U T O R I N G
F O R  A D U L T S

Meet with a volunteer tutor at your own time. Reach your
goals, and improve reading and writing skills for work,
school, life and at home.

One-to-one tutoring is for adults only who already speak
English well and want to improve reading and writing.
Tutors meet in person or online. 

Call to join: (626) 307-1251

Get help with reading and writing

English Conversation
Literacy for All of Monterey Park

Practice speaking English in a friendly and relaxed
setting, and build confidence in your work, school,
family and social life. Students will also improve

vocabulary and pronunciation skills. For beginning-
high to advanced level students.

Wednesday and Friday, 3:00-5:00 pm
Teacher Richard
Recommended level: ESL 4-5 (Intermediate/Advanced)

Learn and talk about American culture, American history and current events. Students will use
classroom books to also practice advanced vocabulary.

Conversation I
Saturday, 1:00-2:30 pm
Teacher Daisy
Recommended level: ESL 4-5 (Intermediate/Advanced)

Join us and talk about current events, living in America, food and art and more. Students must
download the Remind App to receive messages from the teacher.

Conversation II

Conversation III
Thursday, 3:00-4:30 pm
Teacher Daisy
Recommended level: ESL 2-3 (Beginning-High/Intermediate-Low)

Join us and talk about current events, living in America, food and art and more. Students must
download the Remind App to receive messages from the teacher.

Book Club
Saturday, 2:30-4:30 pm
Teacher Daisy
Recommended level: ESL 4-5 (Intermediate/Advanced)

Join our book club for adult learners. Students read fiction, non-fiction, graphic novels and
more. Free books are provided (while supplies last).

Online In person

FREE HOMEWORKASSISTANCE FORELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

STUDENTS

PARENTS MUST REMAIN IN THE
CHILDREN'S DEPARTMENT.

NO REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED.

HOMEWORK HOMEWORK HELPHELP

SATURDAYS 
2-4 PM

montereypark.beanstack.org
register at

JOIN THE IN-N-OUT

STARTS: OCTOBER 7 
ENDS: NOVEMBER 18

Children ages 4-12 can participate
in the In-N-Out Cover to Cover

Reading Program! 
By reading five books, they can

receive one free burger. 

read and learn
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24-Hour Fitness
Almansor Golf Course
Biyoshi Hair Salon
Ron Bow
Bradford Portraits
Phillip Chu and May May Lee
Courtyard by Marriott and Five 55 - Monterey Park
Jason Dhing
Jade Jang Flores
Furious Photographers
Don and Natalie Gaither
Han’s Beauty
Home Depot - Monterey Park
Huntington Library
Johnny Thompson Music
Luminarias
Magic Castle
Mamma’s Pizza
Mike the Dog Groomer
Monterey Park Golf Course
Monterey Park Fire Department
Monterey Park Police Department 
Pasadena Playhouse
Steve and Debora Perry
Polly’s Pies
RejuvaYou
Carol Tanita
Cindy Yee
Zylux

SILENT AUCTION: Bidding is done by writing your dollar
bid on the description sheets at the table next to the
individual items up for auction. You may bid on the same
item as many times as you want until you win or bidding
closes. Once bidding closes, the written bids will be
reviewed and the highest bidder for each item wins!
BIDDING WILL CLOSE AT 8:45 P.M.

as of program printing



MONTEREY PARK LIBRARY FOUNDATION
Robert L. Gin, President
Carol Sullivan, Vice President
Dolores Rillos, Treasurer
Jason Dhing
Lila Leong-Iizumi
May May Lee
Janine Lui
Andrew Yam

LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Travis Kaya, President
Ricky Choi
Lisa Duong
Larry Sullivan
Jennifer Tang

FRIENDS OF THE MONTEREY PARK LIBRARY
Nancy Ishino-Gilmore, President
Ellen Johannsen, Secretary
Lilian Kawaratani, Treasurer
Rosalie Toltzman, Membership Chair
Lorraine Esparza, Bookstore Liaison
Marrissa Kwok, Junior Friends President

CITY OF MONTEREY PARK ELECTED OFFICIALS
Jose Sanchez, Mayor
Thomas Wong, Mayor Pro Tem
Vinh Ngo, Council Member
Yvonne Yiu, Council Member
Henry Lo, Council Member
Maychelle Yee, City Clerk
Amy Lee, City Treasurer


